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‘Assassination 
of Gianni Versace’ 
will unnerve you 


American Crime Story series is a Kk * 4 
mix of beauty and horror focusing on 
killer Andrew Cunanan. In Life 
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Endangered Democrats raise millions 


“Even if Democrats were to be 
successful and win the majority, 
it’s not going to be much of one. 
Maybe they get to 51, but they are 
not going to do better than that.” 


Senate majority at stake 
in midterm elections 


Fredreka Schouten 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Some of the Sen- 
ate’s most endangered Democrats are 
stockpiling huge sums of campaign 
cash for what could be their party’s 
hardest-fought Senate election in 
generations. 

Sen. Claire McCaskill, D-Mo., seek- 
ing a third term in a state President 
Trump won by 19 percentage points, 
raised nearly $2.9 million in the final 
three months of last year and started 
2018 with more than $9 million in avail- 


able cash in the bank, according to 
totals released by her campaign. 

Another top target for Republicans in 
November, Sen. Sherrod Brown, D- 
Ohio, had even larger cash reserves: 
$9.8 million, according to campaign 
officials. In Wisconsin, first-term Dem- 
ocratic Sen. Tammy Baldwin brought in 
more than $2.8 million in the fourth 
quarter of 2017. 

The early fundraising reports come 
amid growing Republican alarm about 
November’s midterms and the prospect 
of a Democratic wave sweeping the GOP 
out of the majority in Congress. The 
president’s party typically loses ground 
in midterm congressional elections. 
Trump’s approval ratings sit at historic 
lows, and big GOP primary battles loom 


Jennifer Duffy 
Cook Political Report 


in states such as Indiana and Arizona. 
Republican leaders have struggled to 
recruit top-tier candidates to take on 
sitting Democrats. On Tuesday, former 
Minnesota governor Tim Pawlenty, who 
is considered a strong Senate contender 
by GOP donors, announced he would 
not compete in this year’s special elec- 
tion for a Democratic seat in his home 


state. Last week, Rep. Kevin Cramer, 
R-N.D., declined to challenge his state’s 
Democratic senator, Heidi Heitkamp, 
despite entreaties from top Republicans 
to enter the race. 

Democrats need to pick up just two 
seats to seize the majority in the 100- 
seat Senate, and their best opportuni- 
ties might come from Arizona, where 
there’s an open Senate seat, and Neva- 
da, where Sen. Dean Heller is the only 
Republican up for re-election this year 
from a state won by Democrat Hillary 
Clinton in the 2016 presidential election. 

Democrats face a brutal Senate map 
this year. 

They are defending 26 seats — in- 


See DEMOCRATS, Page 2A 
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What to expect from a 
government shutdown 


Furloughs and delays are likely, 
but “essential” functions continue 


For LGBT people, 
no day is routine 


Community faces discrimination 
around every corner, study shows 
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Is the Dow climbing 
too high too fast? 


After sprint to 26,000, investors warn 
index could be close to overheating 
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USA Gymnastics must 
close training center 


Nancy Armour: 
Athletes should 
not return to site 
of sexual abuse 


Talk is cheap: Jags 
should heed lesson 


Jarrett Bell: After ousting overconfi- 
dent Steelers, Jaguars meet Patriots 
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Isaac Quispe, 11, searches for clients in La Paz, Bolivia. Isaaċ says he wears a mask to hide his face because nadgle look: 
down on the poor. About 850,000 Bolivian children work, according to UNICEF. TRACEY EATON/SPECIAL TO USA TODAY 


Minimum age: Bolivian labor 
laws put 10-year-olds to work 


U.N. group urges nation 
to give back childhoods 


Tracey Eaton 
Special to USA TODAY 


LA PAZ, Bolivia — As people rushed 
by, Isaac Quispe sat on the sidewalk, 
scanning their feet to quickly assess 
their needs. 

“A shine, sir? I have tan polish,” the 
ll-year-old told one man. “I'll work 
hard for you,” said the boy, who works 
to pay for school supplies. 


That such a young boy toils at a job is 
neither remarkable nor illegal in this 
South American country. 

Bolivia has the world’s lowest mini- 
mum age for child labor: 10. At that age, 
children can work legally for themselves 
or their families. Once they hit 12, they 
can work for others. 

The controversial law, which passed 
in 2014, is unique in the world. More 
than three years later, the government 
struggles with how to implement the 
regulation and protect children from 
abuse and exploitation. 

The United Nations’ International 


Labor Organization and many other 
groups oppose the law, saying children 
younger than 14 should not work. About 
850,000 Bolivian children work, which 
is nearly 30% of children ages 5 to 17, 
according to UNICEF. 

The U.N. labor group has urged Boliv- 
ia to repeal the child labor law, but the 
law’s supporters say children have the 
right to work. 

Young Isaac often toils into the night. 
Just past 10 p.m., he finally found a 
customer. The man wouldnt pay full 


See BOLIVIA, Page 2A 


Regulatory fears send bitcoin to 6-week low 


Adam Shell 
USA TODAY 


Speculators beware: The once- 
high-flying digital currency bitcoin is 
again feeling the heat from regulators 
in Asia, sending its price into free fall. 

Bitcoin, the best-known cryptocur- 
rency whose skyrocketing price in the 
past year captured the imagination of 
speculators and skeptics alike, has 
come under intense selling pressure 
early in 2018. 

Bitcoin careened 25% lower Tues- 
day after a startling gain of nearly 
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Bitcoin prices track at a virtual 
currency exchange office Tuesday 
in Seoul. AHN YOUNG-JOON/AP 


1,400% last year and peaking at roughly 
$19,500 per coin in late December 2016. 

The steep drop, which pushed bitcoin 
to a six-week low of $10,650, was driven 
in part by news that South Korea, a 
country whose investor base has been 
at the epicenter of the bitcoin trading 
boom, was considering a crypto trading 
ban. That news collided with a Bloom- 
berg report that Chinese authorities, 
who already have shut down local cryp- 
to exchanges, also planned to block its 
residents from trading bitcoin on for- 


See BITCOIN, Page 2A 
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